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SIDES
The Newsletter of the Department of Theatre Arts
At Eastern Illinois University
December 2004

The Theatre Arts Dept.
welcomes
***
Allison Cameron
B.A. Western Carolina University
M.A. Western Carolina University
Ph.D. (ABD) University of Georgia
Specialization: Theatre History
This is Allison's first year at Eastern.
Her primary research areas are
Theatre History, specifically
Shakespeare, Directing and Theory.
Allison brings to Eastern a wealth of
experience: performing on tour, in
regional repertory theatre, and in
film and television, as well as four
years of teaching at the University of
Georgia. Allison is continuing her
dissertation research on the history
of The Folger Theatre located in
Washington, D.C. Research will
expose significant parallels between
the political state and activities in
Washington, D.C. during the rise
and transition of The Folger Theatre
as it struggled to develop from solely
an exhibition space into a unique
American Shakespearean theatre.
The political atmosphere of
Washington during the theatre's rise

Volume IV, Number 1
was ripe for "shakespearization."
This term, coined by Ralph Waldo
Emerson in Representative Men,
envelops the idea that Shakespeare
will only infiltrate a society when that
society and governmental
atmosphere are ready to accept
him. The unsteady but ultimate rise
of The Folger Theatre to prosperity
and prominence is in direct relation
to political activities in the nation's
capital.
By studying periods of strength and
stability and periods of uncertainty
and turbulence, one can compare
these activities to the performances,
popularity and financial situation of
a theatre and gain a better
understanding of the effect these
two institutions have on one another
offering theatres across the country
a formula for manipulating their own
local political atmosphere and using
this knowledge for advancement
and achievement.
Allison will teach a variety of
courses including: Intro to Theatre,
Honors, and Theatre History and
Literature. This fall she participated
as Production Assistant to the
opening play, Everyman, and is
currently participating with a local
community theatre.

Fall 2004

(L-R: Nicole Fleming, Cari Maher,
Leslie McGinnis )

Everyman
Medieval chants and music
greeted patrons attending the
opening production of the 200405 season. Everyman, directed
by John T. Oertling, was a short
play with a lot of impact. Taking
advantage of the new wing of the
Tarble
Arts
Center,
the
department returned to campus
and gave audiences a unique
opportunity to see a classic play.
Performing in the production
were Theatre Arts Majors Tim
Travous, Jr., Cari Maher, Leslie
McGinnis, Ashley Corbett,
Stephanie Leasure, Stephanie
Drozd and THA Minor Anne
Sears.
Music Department professor
Richard Rossi, counter tenor,
provided chants along with
Elaine Fine, Rosemary Black,
Peter Hesterman and Peter
Loewen on various instruments
including vielles, recorders, and
crumhorns.
The production was selected in
part to support the new Medieval
Studies Minor being offered at
EIU.

The Fantasticks
Directed by Jean Wolski, The
Fantasticks combined the talents of
both the Theatre Arts and Music
Departments. One of America’s best
loved musicals, The Fantasticks,
gave Charleston audiences a thrill
with strong performances all around.
Creative staging and fanciful
costumes entranced the audience.
Even with the busy schedules during
Homecoming Weekend, the
performances were well attended.

(Back Row L-R: Brandon Brown, Aaron Lawson,
Meghan Parks, and Brian Aycock. Front Row LR: Cory Vogt, J.J. Bradley, Abigail Duke, and
Garin Jones)

All My Sons
Arthur Miller’s powerful tragedy
about war time greed and a broken
family closed the fall season in
November.
Vince Dill, Leslie McGinnis, Tatum
Green, Zak Wilson and Shaun
Leyden led a strong cast in the
telling of this tragic story. Clarence
Blanchette directed this talented
cast and designed the setting,
costumes were designed by Karen
Eisenhour.

(F-B, L-R:

Zak Wilson, Nic Camfield, Tatum
Green, Leslie McGinnis, Vince Dill)

NAST PAYS A CALL
National Association of Schools of
Theatre consultant, Fergus “Tad”
Currie visited EIU during the run of
All My Sons. Mr. Currie was here to
see how the program compared to
other NAST accredited schools in
preparation for the department’s
formal application.
Faculty and students agree that the
time has come for the department to
make this important step. With the
new building on the horizon, growth
in the department student
population and an increased
awareness of the arts on campus,
the Theatre Arts Department is
poised to become the premiere
Theatre Department for
undergraduate education in the
state.

An Evening of Student
Works
Dec. 4 – 7, 2004
Bringing It All Back
Home
By
Terrence McNally
Directed by
Casey McLain
A family is faced with the death of a
son during the Vietnam War, but the
loss has not hit home yet. The
family puts all their efforts into
preparing for a television interview
with a local reporter. As they
prepare for the interview, we see
the brother and daughter fight over
the phone and tease each other, we
see the father come home from
bowling and teach his son how to be
a man, and praise his daughter for
being a daddy’s girl. We also see
the mother come in and out of the
scene with a hair dryer on her head,
constantly cleaning the house.
This play is a good mix of comedy
and drama, with a tough lesson to
learn.

Casey Margaret McLain
Casey is a senior Theatre Major at
EIU. She comes from Colorado
where her parents Abbie and Glen
still live. Casey is a member of
the NCAA women’s rugby team
here at Eastern.
When she first came to Eastern,
she knew that she wanted to
major in Theatre Arts, she did not
know that she would grow to love
and appreciate the department
here at Eastern. She would like
to thank the faculty and staff for
helping her gain more knowledge
than she ever knew was
possible, everyday she learns
something new.

The evening will also
include performances
by:
Hello Dalli
EIU’s own Improv
Troupe
And
Lunchbox Voodoo
Sketch Comedy

Donna (Rice) Shehorn
EIU Theatre Arts Faculty
(1974-1981)
Sorry to be the bearer of bad news,
but we heard through Jayne BallSaret, that Donna Shehorn passed
away.

Fall Children’s Tour
Directed by
Mary Yarbrough
The fall Children’s Tour, Sam and the
Serpin-Snake, hit the road November
15-19 with over 1000 elementary-aged
students seeing the performance. On
November 17, an evening performance
for the general public was viewed by
many enthusiastic children and adults.
Cast members included: Rocco Renda,
Kerrie Lang, Emilie Weilbacher, Casey
McLain, Anne Townsend, Garin Jones,
Vince Dill, Carolyn Frank, Ashley
Groves, and Ryne McCormick.

Honors Program
The Department of Theatre Arts
instituted a Departmental Honors
program during the 1998-1999
Academic Year. Students who have a
GPA of 3.5 or above are eligible for this
program. Since 1998, students who
have participated in Departmental
Honors have been able to explore
specific areas of interest, usually
culminating in a creative project. These
projects have included realized designs,
acting workshops, directing projects,
written theses, and even a short film. Of
special note last year was Sarah Miller’s
production of Aurand Harris’ The
Arkansaw Bear which toured area
elementary schools. Sarah was awarded
an Undergraduate Research Grant for
her work on this project.
Graduates of this program include:
Debbie Donovan, Caren Evers, Pat
Ham, Luke Gerdes, Michelle Lindich,
Theresa Lipinski, Liz Marfia, Sarah Miller
Malak, Jennie Pepsnik, Vickie Walker
Gilpin, Jackaay Watt.
Currently enrolled in Departmental
Honors: Stephanie Leasure, Jenni
Passig, Scott Podraza, Rocco Renda,
Cory Vogt.
And those who have applied and are
awaiting admittance: Katy Hawley and
Garin Jones.

Information found posted
Wednesday, September 29, 2004
on the Chicago Daily Herald website
indicates that she lost her sevenyear battle with breast cancer.
The article follows: `She was smart
and good to her crew' By Sheila
Ahern Daily Herald Staff Writer
Posted Wednesday, September 29,
2004

Donna also wrote plays. One of
Michael's favorites was titled What
I Want in a Husband Besides a
Mustache. "Funny, huh?" said
Michael, who is without a
mustache. "I guess it wasn't that
important to her."
Michael said he will miss Donna's
laugh and her ability to remember
"every single song lyric ever
written. She had a great singing
voice," he said.
Shehorn graduated from
Mundelein College in Chicago and
earned a graduate degree from
Eastern Illinois University.
Michael and Donna met in 1974 at
a community theater near EIU.

Donna Shehorn spent most of her
time behind the scenes at Antioch
Community High School-smoothing
out costumes while directing plays,
or telling a student about who wrote
"The Great Gatsby."

The two were married in 1975 and
later moved to Vermont for about
a year before moving to Antioch
after Michael got a job with the
Antioch school district in 1985.

She operated the resource desk at
the Antioch high school since 1996
and directed and designed
costumes for many school theater
productions.

A memorial service for Donna
Shehorn was held at St. Peter
Catholic Church in Antioch.
(http://www.dailyherald.com/comm
unity/zone_story.asp?intID=38259
99&zone=ant)

But Shehorn, 56, was also a wife
and mother who passed along her
love of acting to her four daughters.
"She was smart and good to her
crew," said daughter Katie, 19. "I
know because I was in one of her
plays."
Shehorn leaves behind her
husband, Michael, and three other
daughters besides Katie - Beth, 27,
Megan, 25 and Gwen, 17.
Even though Donna battled breast
cancer for many years, most people
in the community didn't know she
had the disease, Michael said. "If it
came up, she would talk to people
about it," he said. "But she didn't go
out of her way to announce it. It
wasn't her way."
Michael teaches English and also
directs plays at the Antioch High
School. "We would switch off
directing," he said.

She started directing at EIU with
Dracula:Sabbat in Spring of 1975,
A Thurber Carnival, Mad About
the Boy: Noel Coward, Under
Milkwood, U.S.A., Company, A
Miracle of Rare Device followed
during her EIU career.

Sad News

Danny Dailey (center stage), 51,
of Reno, Nevada died at 7:00 p.m.
Friday, July 30, 2004 at his
residence. He was an Army
veteran. Survivors include a
daughter, Jessica Dailey, two
brothers and three sisters.

26 EIU Theatre Alums & Faculty Attend
Liz Marfia and Phil Ash wedding on October 10, 2004

L. to R. Floor: Jason Blackburn
Seated: Theresa Lipinski, Liz Marfia, Melissa (Rezcek) Marnell
Second Row: Shawn Connors, Jessica (Muldowney) Connors, Jennifer Pepsnik, Deborah Donovan, Chris Hopkins,
David Cady Jr., Robyn Lyons, Jessica (Mahrt) Gresk
Third Row: Nic Camfield, Kevin Burke, Mike Papaleo, Phil Ash, J. Sain, David Wolski, Jean Wolski, Pat Ham, Joe Allison,
Katie Reidy.
Not in picture but present: Dennis Malak, Sarah (Miller) Malak, Mary Yarbrough

Name those in this picture and name the Play……win a prize!!!
Send answers by February 1, 2005 to: Department of Theatre Arts, Eastern Illinois University,
600 Lincoln Avenue, Charleston, IL 61920
or e-mail cfjms@eiu.edu or csdkl@eiu.edu

Where are they now…

Chris Mitchell attended the annual
Southwest Theatre Association
Conference in Plano, Texas, on
November 3-6.
A member of the SWTA board of
directors and editor of the scholarly
journal "Theatre Southwest," Chris
chaired a panel of paper
presentations from emerging theatre
history scholars in the Southwest
region and co-adjudicated the
combined SWTA-SETC
undergraduate and young
professionals' auditions at the
conference along with Jack
Benjamin and John Moses of the
Southeast Theatre Conference.
One of our senior theatre majors,
Jenni Passig, auditioned at the
conference for the graduate school
representatives present.

EIU
Summer Theatre Camp!!!
Do you know a Junior or Senior in
High School who is looking for
Theatre Activities this summer? EIU
has just the thing. The Summer
Theatre Camp offers the student the
opportunity to meet and interact with
the THA faculty in a variety of
activities to enhance their
performance and production skills.
Don't know a High School Student?
Why not help one attend by
sponsoring a scholarship? The link
to last year's camp brochure is listed
below. Final info on Theatre
Summer 2005 is in the works. For
further information visit the web site
or contact the theatre office.
http://www.eiu.edu/%7Eadulted/non
credit/theatre_camp_2004.pdf

Over time we hear many good
things about our graduates. We are
always glad to hear from you and
learn about your current position.
We will use them as space allows.
Thank you.
Julie Woosley Hannah (1980) –
works for Attorney’s Title Guarantee
in Chicago, right in the heart of the
theater district. Her husband, Andy
Hannah is Senior Assoc. Registrar
for the Univ. of Chicago. They have
a house with a huge acre sized
back yard in Homewood. They
have 2 sons, Alex age 17 and
Robert age 11. The house is over
100 years old and every room is
simultaneously undergoing some
sort of renovation.
Jennifer Lee (2000) & Luke
Gerdes (2004) – both are working
for the Walt Disney World Company
in Orlando, FL in administration &
entertainment, respectively. They
are planning a December 2005
wedding.
Mark Friedman (1991) – married
Dawn Miller on August 14, 2004.
They have a daughter named
Virginia Ann Friedman. He owns
his own business selling children’s
shoes in the C-U area. He is very
active in the American Legion and
wants to see more on the website
regarding lighting projects.
Liz Marfia (2001) and Phil Ash
(2001) are currently working with
Varuna Films in Los Angeles. Their
current project is THE DRIVE,
produced for CMT, Country Music
Television.
Jalain Onsgard (1998) has been
involved with theatre in the
community, professionally in
Chicago and now she wants to earn
the degree necessary to teach at a
college level. “I haven’t let go of my
passion and that’s important to me!”
Stacy Scherf (1992) – is still in
NYC and is a voiceover artist
including spots for Fisher-Price,
Lenscrafters, ElixSure, The Weather
Channel, JetBlue, Benihana, Odor

Eaters & Gateway. Narrations
include Niagara Falls “The Spirit
of the Falls”, L’Oreal Matrix
Training Videos, NikeLab.com &
English translation narrations for
The Time Elevator attractions
that shows 3000 years of history
in each of these countries/cities.
She appeared as a featured
background actor in The
Sopranos (Season 5, Episode
12). For updates and to hear
demos and spots http://www.
stacygirlvo.com. She owes all
her voiceover success to Dr.
Jerry Eisenhour!
Christopher Gadomski (1998) –
Since Jan. 5th he has been the
Technical Director for Indiana
University Northwest. He’s
designed scenery and lights for
IU’s summer production of
“You’re a Good Man Charlie
Brown”. He also was employed
with the Field Museum of Natural
History in Chicago as an
exhibition preparator. March
2005, he’ll start his lifelong job as
a father to his first child.
Brad Pugh (1996) – has
coached the East Texas Baptist
University Tigers defensive line
for the last two seasons. He also
assumed the role of special
team’s coordinator in Fall 2004.
Brad joined ETBU’s coaching
staff in the summer of 2002 and
has been instrumental in helping
improve the Tigers’ production
along the defensive front.
Previous to his employment at
ETBU, Pugh was defensive line
coach & asst. track coach at
Olivet College in Michigan,
football operations/business
operations manager with the
Detroit Fury in Auburn Hills, MI,
and he has coached at the high
school level.
Missy Burke-Marquart (1992) –
is a former high school English
teacher who is now a full-time
mom to a 3-year-old dinosaur
fanatic, Evan, and a 10-month-old
big brother shadow, Flynn Mallory.
I would love to hear from my
fellow alumni and former teachers.

Alumni invited to join us!!!

play which, in delineating the
coming of age of a teenage
boy,pinpoints the foibles of the
upper middle class society of which
he is a product.

Spring 2005
Productions
3rd Annual Table Readings –
January 20th

Set in 1945 during the final stages
of World War II, a woman and her
two teenaged children try to cope
with the pressures of having the
man of the house away in the South
Pacific fighting in the war.

New plays and new voices for the
theatre will fill the Village Theatre in
early spring when the 3rd round of
Table Readings is presented to the
public.

She Stoops to Conquer –
April 20-24
An hilarious, mischievous romp
through the country inns and
gardens of merry olde (18th
Century) England. Jean Wolski
directs the actors through
mistaken identities, inept
servants, pompous city
sophisticates, and shrewdly wise
country folk in this jovial classic
comedy.

Interpreter’s Theatre –
Gross Indecency – March
29-April 2

This is a time for the department to
provide the opportunity for new
works to be given a voice. Plays are
solicited each fall and two or three
are selected by a reading committee
for a reading and discussion.

The show uses the trial transcripts,
personal correspondences,
interviews and other source
materials to tell the story of the
downfall of the great man of letters
whose artistic genius has long has
long been overshadowed by the
scandal surrounding his imprisonment. Clarence Blanchette directs
The Three Trials of Oscar Wilde.

What I Did Last Summer –
Feb. 23-27
Jerry Eisenhour directs this warmhearted, gently humorous memory

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

FRIENDS OF THE THEATRE
Producer

Clarence P. Blanchette
Clarence
P. Blanchette
E.G.
& Lucy
Gabbard
John &
Karen Eisenhour
Fredd
Gunzel
Grand
Ball
Costume
David & Audrey Jorns
Vaughn
& Ruth
Jaenike
Alex
& Susan
Peck
J.Dennis
Sain & Deborah Muchmore
Kevin J. Reed
Bill & Carol Strode

- $175.00
Missy Burke-MarquartProducer
John
& Karen Eisenhour
Jayne
Ball-Saret
Glen Gabbard
E.T. Guidotti
& Lucy Gabbard
Vaughn & Ruth E.G.
Jaenike
James & Wanda Johnson
E.T.Muchmore
Guidotti
Dennis & Deborah
John T. Oertling
Kevin J. Reed James & Wanda Johnson
James Romanovich
John T. Oertling Todd & Nate Waddell
Bill & Carol Strode
James Romanovich
David & Jean Wolski
Todd & Nate Waddell

Associate Director $100.00
Scott & Penny Crawford
Roann Kopel
Roger & Shere Stoner

Blair & Christine Cnota-Lord
Dwain & Pam Naragon
C. John Tolch
Deborah J. Will

Director - $125.00
Missy Burke-Marquart
Glen Gabbard
Fredd Gunzel
David & Audrey Jorns
Alex & Susan Peck
J. Sain
David & Jean Wolski

Stage Manager - $75.00
Robert & Nancy Hennings
Richard & Phyllis Rogers
Barbara & Michael Watts

Jerry & Jacqueline Bennett
Dale & Marilyn Hoots

Lloyd Bury
Alice C. Stoughton
Jim and Patti Stratton Family
Mary Yarbrough

Crew - $50.00
Vie E. Anglin
Russ & Polly Claeys
Michael E. Drake
Alison L. Eudeikis
Barry P. Johnson
Laurel B. Thornton

Your support is playing an increasingly important role in funding our program and the quality it affords. As appropriations from the state are cut and inflation continues
its dizzy spiral, patron support becomes a necessity. Your volunteer donations are necessary to our success in supporting a service to the community, campus and
region. Please take a moment to fill out the attached form with your pledge or check and send it to us. Your generosity is appreciated.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Make checks payable to:

Eastern Illinois University

Pledge Amount $____________

Mail Checks to: University Theatre, 600 Lincoln Avenue, Charleston, IL 61920-3099
MAILING LIST AND PLEDGE INFORMATION
Name_____________________________________________________ Publish your name in program? _______yes ______no
Address________________________________________________________________________________________________
City____________________________________________________________State___________________Zip_____________
Phone_________________________________________ E-mail__________________________________________________

University Theatre
1-00045
600 Lincoln Avenue
Charleston, Illinois 61920-3099

NON PROFIT ORG
US POSTAGE PAID
PERMIT NO 24
CHARLESTON IL 61920

Return Service Requested

Let us hear from you!
We would like to include information about our alums in the newsletter. Take a moment and let us know where
you are and what you are doing.
Name_____________________________________________________________________ Class__________________________
Phone_______________________________________ E-Mail_______________________________________________________
Address___________________________________________________________________________________________________
Street
City
State
Zip
NEWS ABOUT YOU OR OTHER THEATRE ARTS GRADS:
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Would you like to receive the newsletter electronically _____ yes _____ no
Department of Theatre Arts, Eastern Illinois University, 600 Lincoln Avenue, Charleston, IL 61920 or
email cfjto@eiu.edu or csdkl@eiu.edu

MAIL TO:

